state was under constant challenge and it was the persistent fight 
made by settlers to preserve their water rights that won the battles 
in those days. 


Sarah Emily Rooker Muir: 
Picture taken in front of 

her Center Creek home 
about 1920 


Sarah E. Muir's father: 

. John. Bunyon. Rooker 
(April 25, 1839-Sept. 15, 1908) 
Picture taken about 1907 in 
front of John and Sarah Muir's 
log cabin home in Center Creek 


As Dad put it later when praised for his bravery, "Hell, I'd 
seen too much sweat put into the drilling of that tunnel by my 
father, Jim and Andrew Lindsay, myself and brother George to see this 
water lost. I just wasn't letting it get away that easy." 


CHAPTER 19 


Irrigation Experiences 


Although no mention is made in the early minutes of the Willow 
(Creek Canal Company, Dad did a lot of work in the tunnel, assisting 
his father, George Muir. 

This idea of diverting water from the Colorado River watershed 
into the Great Basin was first realized by the Mormon settlers at 
the mouth of Daniels Canyon in Heber Valley. The Willow Creek 
Irrigation Company was incorporated in 1891. In the articles, it 
States that John Lindsay Muir had 40 acres that he cultivated and 


...Watered by. water brought from the Unitah Indian Reservation. b — 
Willow Creek Canal Company and that he had subscribed for 150 


Shares worth $150, by February 1, 1892. This was part of a homestead 
taken out by George Muir, Dec. 29, 1888. He divided it between sons 
John and George Muir. 

The old minutes of the Willow Creek Canal Company show that on 
Feb. 27, 1892, James Lindsay was awarded the first bid of driving 
the tunnel from the west side and Andrew Lindsay to start on the 
east side. George Muir was awarded the second bid March 26, 1892 to 
complete the tunnel. On Feb. 6, 1893, Andrew Lindsay reported being 
in about 412 feet on the east end. On Dec. 16, 1893, a report on 
the completion of the tunnel was read and approved. The tunnel was 
844 feet long. George Muir made 524 feet of the tunnel from the 
west side. When the two ends met the west tunnel was only a foot 
higher than the east tunnel, a remarkable feat for the meager engineer- 
ing and transit tools available those days. 

Dad was then married and starting to farm and run cattle. He 
assisted his father, George as often as possible during the summer of 
1893 in drilling the tunnel. (George Muir had presented a claim of 
$20 for rock work done on the Willow Creek Canal between the tunnel 
and Willow Creek for Dad and Joseph Hammer. Dad was allowed $15 
at August 25, 1894, meeting after investigation had been made. 
Evidently, Joe Hammer's claim was rejected.) 

A committee inspection of the tunnel was made in Nov., 1899, 
with Dad in charge. The tunnel had caved in, shutting off the 
water. Dad reported the tunnel needed 1300 feet of red pine timber 
and 2,000 red pine laggings, 900 feet of cleaning and 90 sets of 
timbers set at 4 foot intervals at the bottom and 2 1/2 feet at the 
top. The board wanted it completed by May 15, 1900. George Muir 
was given the contract at $1 per foot. 


( 


( i i i i he hired 
George Muir either failed himself or the persons 
didn't do à good job because the board did not accept the work. 
Evidently, Dad entered into the picture and re-did much of the 
her because on Nov. is, 1900 the ^c e RE in 
i f the tunnel was completed and accepted. 
B aid in those days of $1.50 per day for 
ingle hand, $2.50 for men and team. 
os Bad was elected a director of the company, March 1, 1202- nd 
He was re-elected in 1904 for a two year term. He served o rene 
on for years, re-elected Feb. 5, 1924 and vas mane en Iso . 
re-elected in 1926 and 1927, 1929, ani . 
He wane worked hard for the irrigation interests of the farmers 


when the Strawberry Reservoir was punc = sighting Tof And Strawberry 
i eir small water right for use of the Wi ow C 
s He also worked for the building of Ueqer A on the Provo 

i headwaters but they eventually sold the sites. 
im - was elected again a director in 1937 through 1939. The —. 
history of the Willow Creek Strawberry and Daniels Irrigation Comp 


i i ioned many times. For 
finds Dad's name, work and sound advice menti y wu a NR 


i was organi 
le, when the Strawberry Reservoir Company ii 
competition for the use of the Willow Creek water, they mage eS 
ous efforts to wrest this water from the Daniels Fang cec ee E 
i i he Daniels Co. 
ad, then a director warned against ti e i 
ped with the Strawberry Reservoir Company Deces S iue we T 
amoun’ 
he Strawberry Company a chance to allot wha T à 
xev give the Daniels Irrigation Company and pin the Daniels Company 
down as to when they could use the water. 


CHAPTER 20 


Other Irrigation and Water Experiences 


i lace in Center Creek. He 

ed thirteen acres at the home p : r 

had PUE Ee from Al Rhoades, The Center Creek Irrigation Cal, was 
he stream. Dad serv 
formed to regulate the flow of t r A WC 
i ompany and was 1 
on the board of directors of this comp 

tanning and decisions to build the reservoirs up Center Ee ADU - 
increase the conservation of water and improve the wate 
the Center Creek farmers. 


i built in 
i erhaps the first storage dams 
o Wrpee d tna Fi P Tt E an important contribution to 


.. At least among the first. . 
Utah ee velopment of the many storage reservoirs throughout Utah and the 
a nter Creek decided to put in a water 


About 1915, the folks in Ce 


f the little 
pipeline to serve each home. A o 


big spring at the head 


c Ay Yaseen 


Creek and Strawberry canal companies. It was , 


under both the Willow w ined d 
ge i on C i when co 
later changed to the Daniels Irriga n 1422 wa arose 


"with the Strawberry-and-Daniels.Creek companies. 


town on Clydes Ranch was secured as the source, a cement box or house 
built around it, the pipe id—i and to each house and corral. 
Dad soon piped the water into the house, and mother had running water 
in a sink. One of the earliest automatic washing machines was the 

one operated by use of the force of the tap water running through an 
enclosed paddle wheel which propelled a belt to turn the washing 
machine and agitate the clothes. It was a real improvement over the 
old hand pumping machine. 

Giving public service to the irrigation company was but a part of 
the irrigation story to any farmer in Heber Valley. 

Dad and his boys spent about as many hours irrigating as in doing 
most of the other work required on the farm. This so necessary life- 
blood of agriculture had to be nursed and taken care of to the last 
drop. 


e The-soil-at the.old.George Muir .homestead one.and.one-half.miles ,... 


west of Center Creek was underlaid with rock and gravel. He was con- 
stantly picking up rocks and packing them off the land. Thus, with 
the gravelly undersurface, the manner of irrigation had to be such 
that the water would not run too long and be lost in sinking away in 
the gravel below. Also, the stream of water received may vary with 
the season and amount in the canals. So, all in all, irrigation was a 
round the clock job. Dad would wield the shovel all day, watching the 
water, making changes, digging little ditches and dams to lead water 
to high spots and doing all he could to put the water to use. At 
night, he would take one or two hour naps, then roll out to make changes 
or "turns" as they were called. It was considered evil to let any 
waste water get away. But quite often it did and each farmer along 
the way would be alert to divert waste waters from the farms above and 
put it to use on his farm. 


Stealing Water - "A Mormon Profession" 


Of all the stories and humorous gaffaws of the art of stealing 
water, Dad was the hero of a very amusing yet serious event. 

The mailman of Daniels and Center Creeks was a man by the name of 
Alma Duke. True to Heber customs he was nicknamed "Dude" Duke. He 
owned a farm right above Dad's between Daniels and Center. Daily, as 
he would round this country road with his horse and buggy delivering 
the mail, Dude would stop off to tend to chores or water turns on his 
own farm. He never had enough water, or mismanaged it so that he was 
always short. Consequently, he was suspected and caught misappro- 
priating water from other farmers down stream. As their water flowed 
past his place, he was tempted to lift his headgate just a bit to 
allow some water to run onto his place. 

After putting up with this for years and with both good natured 
and stern warnings, Dad would still find some of his water diverted 
by Dude. One night Dad saw Dude drive by in his buggy toward his 
farm. Sensing the usual trick, Dad walked up the canal to where Duke's 
headgate diverted water to the Duke farm. He found Dude down in the 
ditch raising the boards to filch a bit of water for the night. Not 


Burtice J. Sorensen 


Burtice J. Sorensen 


Heber City, Burtice J. Soren- 
"sen 82, died April 21, 1986 in a 
Heber City | 
28, x 
Christian and Christina Christ- 
iansen Sorensen. Married Leyle 
Viola Sulser April 28, 1924 in 
Coalville. Their marriage was 
later solemnized in the Manti 
Temple. She died May 4, 1967. | 
Married Elva Webster McPhie | 
March 14, 1968 in Idaho Falis, | 
Idaho: b: uro Sn Te 
Active High Priest in the 
Heber Seventh Ward. he was a 
. home teacher. Served as director 
of Midway Irrigation Company. 
He was a champion 'Grandpa | 
Bowler’ and an avid hunter and | 
fisherman, © | 
Survivors: wife of Heber City. 
Children: Mrs. Jay (Donna) 
Buchler, Casa Grande,Ariz.; 
Mrs. Marvel Kohler aríd Mrs. | 


Duane (Faye) Allison, Heber | 


City; Ralph Sorensen, Lewiston, 
Utah. Step daughters: Mrs. Pete 


. (Joyce) Coleman, Midway, Utah; 


Mrs. Ed (Mary) Lowe, Dallas, 
Texas. Thirty one grandchild- 
ren, 50. great- grandchildren. 
Brothers: Elden Sorensen, Park 
City and Alma Sorensen, Spok- 
ane, Washington. 

Preceded in death by two 
Sisters and three brothers. 

Funeral services will be held 
Friday 1:00 P.M. Heber Seventh 
Ward Chapel. Friends may call 
at Olpin Mortuary - Heber City, 
Thursday 7:00-9:00 P.M. and at 
the church Friday one hour prior 
to services. 
Cemetery. 


Burial Midway | 


HEBER CITY —Burfice J. Sor- 
ersen, 82 died April 21, 1966 ina 


EE 


"er 
hunter and fisherman. 
Survivors: wife, of Heber City; 
children, Mrs. Jay (Donno 
Buehler, Arizona; 


r, Casa Grande, 
Kohl 


Utah; 


Utoh; 
jer in 
Mrs. Ed (Mary) Lowe, bolas, 
Texas; 31 grandchildren, 


sisters, and three brothers. 
Funeral services Fridoy 1:00 
p.m. Heber Seventh Word Cho- 


WILFORD AND RACHEL 
HOBLFELTZ VAN-WAGONER 


Husband 


HUSBAND 


Born Place, Ward Wilford Van Wagoner, son of David 
Chr. Place Examihers Van Wagoner apie pes "am 
m Place r December 6, 1863. Midway. Married Rache 
we Stake or |. Holfeltz July 23, 1886. Midway. Died May 
: Died Place Mission TO. 1931. Midway. 
bm Bur. Place HUSBAND'S | Rachel Holfeltz, daughter of John Hol- 
HUSBANDS. FATHER MOTHER feltz Sr., and Rachel Wilson Holfeltz. Born 
p HUSBAND PES , May 10. 1866, Midway. Died November 9, 
2 L 1930, Midway. 
o E Children of Wilford Van Wagoner and 
Z| WIFE Rachel Holfelt: Van Wagoner: 
2 Walter, married Annabelle ood: 
2 Bom Pisce | Mrs. Dermont (Bessie) Huffaker: 
= 5) ch Place | Monroe, married Annie Cox: 
Fe H Died Place | Lamar, died in Jn one 
55 : Mrs. William (Zella) Carmac; — 
E Z ieee FATHER ines WEES | Mrs. Charles (Lacy) Davis; SAND S 
Se MOTHE Mrs. Bert (Josie) Robinson; 
c Ë| WIFE'S OTHER Mrs. Leo (Sylvia) Lefler; gel 
S g| HUSBANDS WHEN DIED LaPrell, died in childhood. 
& Bl sx CHILDREN WHEN BORN WHERE BORN DAMIEOFPIRSDMADHMAGE, DAY MONTH YEAR — |] 1— OT BLE 
Sele | aee ^ Dur em ium TT ERG [ro won [sn nose 
Qe 
Ei 
E 2 3o o op E-T-------- | Wilford Van Wagoner was a prominent 
a 5 citizen of Midway. He was president of 
meee fe eae ees | the Midway Town Board and was counselor 
E to Bishop Jacob Probst of the Midway 2nd 
r | Ward. 
zs " [errem Sea He was the first County Commi 
= elected from Mid hood. 
HF [ PR served as chairman of the County Commi 
2 8 dios | sioners. He was president of the Mi 
& 8 | Irrigation Company off and on for nearly 
Q mye fi | W— enc 20 years. He was a vital force in the suc- 
O 2 cess of law suits of the Midway Irrigation 
2 = s | 7, when their case was taken to the 
IMMER LL JV S3 IAàBVS NM DNNVNVN92»» gs 0b0bL)»ee e jP]2d2:kc2ccbclcl nited States. The 
zs E decision of the Supreme Court secured the 
ee Emm © a a co E e c|- 47 d od a water rights of the farm owners as against 
Zag the acquisition of the water rights by min- 
dX» | ing developments, that is the. mining devel- 
2S H BM  Ü (ÓÜüGIIllIlIl^l]lILLI E (cc S| DO DD mmm opments which penctrated the water shed 
có s which was the source of irrigation water. 
[aes | Mr. Van Wa as ive in th 
ER ms | o p». a V Tq — Lolcasnmcea r. an: agoner was active in the 
Ga = Church, civic and political program of the 
s community. Mrs. Van Wagoner was a cap- 
sod 7 7-7 -wcccouo o o NDS o (|| A ———À able, sympathetic and understanding helpmate 
= il to her husband. She was a devoted Latter- 
e à 
| day Saint and was active in all of the 
E 7 0 007 777 7 W| oo  víodlqg. qq ,. l]  Wldmmx———— Church projects and programs. „m= 
SOURCES OF INFORMATION OTHER MARRIAGES NECESSARY EXPLANATIONS 
(91972 The Genealogical Society of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Inc. 


EDUCATION 65 | 


mended that he be made a teacher even at his immature 
age."? 
Attewell later married Cynthia Jewett and moved 


Attewell Wootton 


to Midway in 1866, where he began teaching school. By 
1887 he was so well known and liked that he was elected 
superintendent of Wasatch Public Schools and served 
in that office twenty-five years until his death in 1912. 


Education in the county had already grown out of 
the log cabin stage when Attewell Wootton first came 
to Midway. School was now held in the new pot rock 
school house which was carefully whitewashed before 
each term. The slab seats had been replaced by benches 
and long desks with shelves underneath to hold school 
books. A stove at the side of the room and a water bucket 
with a dipper hanging on a nail driven into the back 


*Ibid. 


